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I N  M E M O R I A M 
Professor Emil Atanasov Semerdjiev, D.Sc. 

4 June 1956 – 30 August 2001 

 

The talented scientist with many achievements is no longer among us. Bulgarian 

science lost one of its best experts in the field of multiple sensor data fusion. 

Emil Semerdjiev received M.Sc. and Ph.D. degrees in avionics from Zhukovsky Air 

Force Engineering Academy, Moscow, Russia, in 1978 and 1981. In 1990 he 

received Doctor of Sciences degree in Radar Data Processing and Navigation from 

the “G.S. Rakovski” Defense and Staff College, Sofia, Bulgaria. From 1982 to 1990 

he led the Mathematical Modeling and Computer Programming Department of the 

Institute of Special Electronics of Bulgarian Defense Industry. Since 1995 he was 

Head of Mathematical Methods for Sensor Information Processing Department at the 

Central Laboratory of Parallel Processing, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. In 

parallel, he was teaching Information Processing in Air Traffic Control System at the 

Department of Air Transportation at the Technical University of Sofia. He led 

numerous research projects in the areas of multisensor data fusion, multiple target 

tracking, advanced parallel data processing, information modeling and learning, 

classification, information security and information warfare. 

Prof. Semerdjiev was member of the International Academy of Information Processes 

and Technologies (IAIPT), Moscow, and the Armed Forces Communications and 
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Electronics Association (AFCEA). He was among the creators of the International 

Association of Information Fusion (ISIF), which unites scientists from all over the 

world. He was the only representative from South East Europe at the first 

international forum FUSION’98 in Las Vegas, USA, conducted under the patronage 

of research centers of the US Army, Navy and Air Force and the biggest aircraft and 

shipyard companies. He was plenary speaker at the international forums in Las Vegas 

(1998), Paris (1999), Pitlochry, UK (2000), etc. 

Professor Semerdjiev was author and co-author of over 100 papers published in 

international and Bulgarian journals. His work is of great value to all students, 

specialists and scientists, working in the field of sensor data processing. 
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